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The Ivy Community Charities of 
Prince George’s County, Inc.

On the Front Line of Service



Vision: The vision of The Ivy Community 
Charities of Prince George’s County, Inc.,  is to 

be a premier provider of programs and 
services designed to strengthen families in 

Prince George’s County, Maryland. As a result, 
Prince George’s County, Maryland, will become a 

community of healthy, educated and economically 
secure families.

Mission:  To empower youth and strengthen 
families by providing a comprehensive program, 
targeted services and long-lasting outcomes that 
will improve the academic, health, cultural and 

socio-economic status of youth and families 
residing in Prince George’s County, Maryland.

Goal:  Every child who participates in Charities’ 
funded programs and services from elementary 
school through high school will be prepared for 

college and career.

2020 Board of Directors
President – Cheryl W. Owens
Vice President – Dr. Kristi Holden
Recording Secretary – Toni Perry
Corresponding Secretary – Brenda Cadette-Montague
Treasurer – Chanel Watson
Assistant Treasurer – Zelmar Gordon
Financial Secretary – Linda Washington
Assistant Financial Secretary – Donna Bowe
Parliamentarian –Rosa Page
Historian – Tanya Penny Woods
Chaplain – Nyrtha Braxton

Directors-at-Large
Saran T. Baker
Christina Camps
Sharon Collins
Rosalind Daniel-Walker
Ronnette Earle
DeBorah Grant
Rochelle Harley
Carol Holland
Deidre N. Jackson
Ferne Mosely
Rosalyn Rice-Harris
Kathy K. Waymmann
Shirley Stewart-Tibbs

Staff
Executive Director – Cheryl Petty Garnette
Finance Director – Sharon K. Allen
Facilities Manager – Rosa Page
Technology Coordinator – LaTisha Booth
Technology Coordinator – Shane’ Hargraves
Special Assistant – Demetrius Windom
Program Analyst – Andrea Williamson

Stand Up and Deliver team including Cheryl Petty Garnette, County 
Executive Angela Alsobrooks, Board Member Rosa Page, Lead Volunteer 
Sandra Boatman,  Board President Cheryl Owens and United Way of the 
National Capital Area President Rosie Allen-Herring.
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The Prince George’s County Council and Venture Philanthropy Partners (VPP) announced the continued expansion of its Ready for Work Nonprofit 
Capacity Building Initiative, an intensive three-year program and investment to strengthen nonprofits to better serve youth across Prince George’s 
County, and help these students become college and career-ready adults. Ivy Community Charities was selected in 2020 as one of four nonprofits to 
participate in the third cohort – bringing the total number of Prince George’s County nonprofits selected for the program to 11 organizations.

2020 Council Chair Todd M. Turner (D) stated “The Council is pleased to continue its support of the Ready for Work initiative for a third consecutive year. 
We welcome the opportunity to partner again with VPP and congratulate the new cohort of nonprofits selected to participate in this fiscal year.”

After eight months, Charities staff and Board Members had logged more than 140 hours of intensive training, staff development and coaching – all held 
virtually.  As a result, Charities updated its Bylaws and financial operations to be more in line with best business practices. In addition, all volunteers who 
lead Charities’ key programs including the Ivy League and ICC Scholars Programs, completed logic models to help Charities identify key elements in the 
development of the organization’s evaluation plan that will lead to a better assessment of its program impact.

Venture Philanthropy Partners/Fair Chance
Guest presenters at Charities’ Board of Directors Retreat, August 2020

Who we will become …

Howard Stone                                                                             Talaeka Brooks                                                                             Valarie Ashley                            Erica Roberts
Office of the Prince George’s County Council                                    Venture Philanthropy Partners                Prince George’s Director, Fair Chance                                                       Fair Chance Capacity Building Specialist
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Strengthening Families is in our DNA (and our mission!)
The Eze Family Quintuplets

On June 25th, 2020,  Patricia and Basil Eze welcomed 
five new members to their family: four girls and one 
boy. One week later when Charities was asked by the 
County Executive’s Office of Community Relations to 
help provide items for the family, Executive Director 
Cheryl Petty Garnette and Charities’ volunteer 
Serenity Amber Garnette dropped off bundles of love 
for each infant as well as their older sister.  The items 
purchased included 144 onesies, 30 bibs, and 60 jars 
of baby food, 2 jars of Pedialyte, 12 boxes of baby 
cereal, 8 bath towels, 2- $50 Target Visa gift cards 
and two dresses for the babies’ five-year old sister.   

Charities’ Adopted Families

When it was clear that we would not 
be able to conduct our end-of-the year 
excursions for the Ivy League 
participants, Board Member Ferne 
Mosely immediately offered a solution 
– bicycles for the children of our 
Adopted Families.  What we didn’t 
expect was the immense demand for 
bicycles and the long delay in getting 
them after they were ordered.  
However, bicycles were purchased and 
delivered to the 17 children of our five 
adopted families in July and August –
just in time for the last hot and humid 
days of summer! The bicycles were 
purchased at A&M Cycle located in 
Bowie. 

When Payless Shoe Source closed 
operations in the County in 2020, we 
claimed a new partner, JC Penney 
Stores.  While it appeared that social 
distancing would deter our efforts, 
Shoe Bank Chair Linda Williams and 
her team developed a schedule for the 
families to come to the store and 
ensured that everyone wore a mask.  
To our delight, store workers donated 
$200.00 to support the purchase of 
shoes for 32 children including the 
Adopted Family members and 
students from our Adopted School, 
William Beanes Elementary School.  

Left:  Cheryl and Serenity Garnette dropped off baby items for Prince George’s County’s 
quintuplets to Daphne Benbow-Doyle, Deputy Director of the Office of Community Relations 
in the County Executive’s Office in July 2020. Right: Baby items were delivered to the Eze 
parents in September 2020. Phil Sardi of Sardi’s Restaurant also delivered food and gift 
cards for the family. 
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Responding to COVID-19 – Service with a Smile

Lunch Line with Fun Time for the Front Line!

Board Vice President Kristi Holden led our team of volunteers as we provided lunch 
to 1000 front line workers at the three University of Maryland Health Centers located 
in Prince George’s County including Cheverly, Bowie and Laurel.  Lunch included 
complimentary Rita’s ice treats, sandwiches from Subway and chips donated by 
Rosetta Wiley of Value Teachers.  Despite the heat, some of the staff joined Shane’ 
Hargraves in Zumba routines.  We were delighted to have the hospital Board Member 
Karmen Brown (wife of Congressman Anthony Brown) and Dr. Nathaniel Richardson, 
Jr., newly selected President and CEO of the Hospital Center, to join in the festivities. 

PS, they want to know when we are coming back!

Stand Up and [Charities will] Deliver!

When we received the call from the Office of the County Executive to help with the newly 
created program to address food insecurities that were exacerbated by the pandemic, we 
had no idea what to expect.  But that did not stop Sandra Boatman from jumping right in 
and spearheading this tremendous effort that took us all across the County.  Each week, we 
purchased hot meals from local restaurants to be distributed at area churches, schools and 
other locations.  During June Charities provided 2100 individuals with hot meals including 
chicken with vegetable options, rolls and salad and occasionally pizza and in July we 
provided 3198 individuals with hot meals.  One June order included 250 desserts to front 
line hospital, Labcorp and Health Department staff for a total of more than 5500 
individuals served over the first two months. Our efforts continued through Thanksgiving 
as Charities was commissioned to purchase 1000 produce boxes among the 7000 boxes 
and bags of produce, meat and dairy products that were distributed at FedEx Field.  
Charities also supported the County Executive’s Toys 4 Tots Initiative in collaboration with 
the Prince George’s County Police and Fire Departments.  Approximately 16,000 families 
registered for the event held at Six Flags in Upper Marlboro, Maryland.
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Empowering Youth and Parents … in the Midst of the Pandemic 
Ivy League Before … and During

On February 1, 2020 the Sarah Wise Wooten Young Ladies Academy (SWWYLA) met 
at the Ivy Youth and Family Center for their monthly workshop.  SWWYLA targets 
middle school girls and addresses science, technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics (STEAM), self-esteem and character/team building.  The topic focused 
on historically Black colleges and universities as a viable postsecondary option for 
all students. When it was clear that we were unable to meet physically after March, 
our volunteers quickly began the process of pivoting the activities to a virtual space.  

The Institute for the Growth and Development of All America’s Youth (GADAAY), 
which targets high school students, began the year at the Ivy Youth and Family 
Center working on science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
activities and awareness of STEM careers.  One of the activities that gained the 
interest of the students was transforming one of the workshops into a virtual book 
club for the students. As the pandemic increased, social justice alarms sounded and 
the pending election dominated the airwaves, the program topics shifted to address 
civic responsibility during an unsettling environment.  Students shared their 
recommendations for working through the social unrest and the health concerns 
plaguing Prince George’s County as the number of coronavirus infections continued 
to increase in our county beyond those in other nearby jurisdictions.

When the Parents on Track program was established, the intent was that parents 
would not just drop their students off but would remain at the Ivy Youth and Family 
Center and participate in workshops designed specifically for them.  To our surprise, 
during the pandemic, the parents made sure that their students attended the virtual 
SWWYLA and/or GADAAY workshops and then logged on to the virtual Parents on 
Track workshop themselves.  In fact, the number of parents did not decline during 
the pandemic and the parents reported that the topics remained relevant and 
worthwhile for them to attend the workshops even though they were home. 5
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HBCU for Life – Empowering College Students
Charities has consistently supported Historically Black Colleges and Universities and Prince 
George’s County students who attend HBCU’s.  Approximately 60% of Charities members and 
volunteers are alumnae of HBCUs around the country.  Throughout the year, volunteers hosted 
workshops for middle school, high school and community college students to increase their 
awareness of the history, value and need for HBCUs. In 2020 Charities increased its support at 
Bowie State University, the State of Maryland’s oldest HBCU, which is located in Prince George’s 
County, Maryland.  Specifically, our involvement included the following accomplishments:

a. Charities donated 100 masks to the University’s homeless students who had no where to go 
when the campus officially closed due to the pandemic in March 2020.

b. After receiving donations from Charities’ members Chris Stewart and Lisa White at the end of 
2019, Charities signed a Memorandum of Understanding in 2020 with the University to 
establish the Ivy Community Charities/Iota Gamma Omega Bowie State University Endowment 
Fund with a commitment to raise $25,000 over five years ($5,000 each year) when the funds 
will be transferred to the Bowie State University Foundation to be capitalized.  A 2020 grant 
from Prince George’s County At-Large Council Member Mel Franklin combined with the earlier 
donations provided the additional funding to meet our 2020 commitment of $5,000.00.

c. Charities joined with the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Iota Gamma Omega Chapter HBCU 
for Life Team to welcome students back to the fall 2020 semester by stocking the Bowie State 
University food pantry! More than 2,700 items were purchased and delivered to the 
Bowie4Life Pantry to help students in need.  Donations included toiletries, cleaning supplies 
and personal items for male and female students.
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Applying for college can be a daunting task, 
especially for students who may be the first 
in their families to attend a postsecondary 
institution or who recently migrated to the 
United States.  Known as #CAP, Charities 
offers workshops that prepare students 
and parents for the college experience. The 
program also pays the cost of college 
application fees for participating students.
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The Ivy Village Incubator for Nonprofit Excellence (Ivy VINE)
Prince George’s County is home to approximately 4,000 nonprofits and the 
nonprofit sector is the third highest employer in the County.  However, 
nearly 85% of the County’s nonprofits are small organizations with less 
than $25,000 in annual revenue. Our vision from the day that we purchased 
the property at 6118 Walton Avenue was to give back to the community and 
support our County by establishing a facility where emerging nonprofits 
would have office space, access to business resources, and training to help 
build their capacity to serve our youth and families. The Ivy VINE complex is 
designed to strengthen the economic power of nonprofits in Prince George’s 
County, particularly Black businesses that have been hardest hit by the 
recent pandemic. 

In 2020, Charities secured the services of Redlef Group Architects, LLC, 
Black family-owned business located in Prince George’s County, Maryland to 
design the two structures that will serve as the hub for the Ivy VINE. .  The 
owner, Tenika Felder, is a graduate of Howard University and her father, the 
co-owner, is a graduate of Florida A&M University, both HBCUs. 

While construction of the facilities is important, what goes on in the 
buildings is critical.  The VINE will serve at the crossroads of innovation and 
destination – where entrepreneurs will find a space to create new ideas and 
synergistic business partnerships will be formed to address County needs.  
In 2020, a team of Charities volunteers led by Board Member Tanya Penny 
Woods began meeting to establish the Community Advisory Committee that 
will guide the criteria for selection of the nonprofits and entrepreneurs that 
will participate in the Ivy VINE. Groundbreaking of the Ivy VINE is 
tentatively set for September 2021.

Rosalind Daniel-Walker                Brenda Cadette Montague                                Terri Miller                       Tanya Penny Woods                                               Ronnette Earle
Building and Property Chair        Leading the Design Team Leading the Construction Team            Leading the Community Advisory Committee Team          Leading the Corporate Engagement Team

Left: Architect’s 2020 rendering of the Ivy Village Incubator for Nonprofit Excellence (VINE) 
Training Center and Studio to be located at 6118-A Walton Avenue, Suitland, Maryland, will span 
approximately 2000 square feet to accommodate approximately 40-50 individuals in a training 
room and will include a podcast studio and telecommunications hub. Right: Architect’s rendering 
of the Ivy VINE Office Suites to be located at 6112 Walton Avenue, Suitland, Maryland to 
accommodate approximately 8-12 nonprofits with office space and training opportunities.
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Funding the Ivy VINE Concept could 
be a challenge for any organization … 
except Ivy Community Charities.  The 
36 women featured here have 
committed to leading the various 
fundraising initiatives to help us meet 
our $2 million goal to build and 
furnish the training center and office 
suites within three years.  We divided 
our members into strategic teams that 
we call Jewel Groups. The teams were 
launched in 2020 and, beginning in 
2021, will roll out a host of creative 
and novel fundraising activities –
starting off virtually and then moving 
into a physical space when it is safe to 
do so. 

Preview of Activities Coming in 
2021!

Rita’s Secret Gumbo Recipe Revealed Show
The String Queens Virtual Concert

Vendor Product Sales
Baby Ivy Contest

Paws for a Cause Dog Contest
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Financial HighlightsIvy Community Charities  Operating
Income Summary:
Membership Dues $10,320.00
Member Contributions $77,760.00
Fundraising events $33,217.02
Grants $133,667.88
Donations (Restricted) $29,872.87
Other Income $72,253.46

Total Income $357,091.23

Expense Summary:
Administrative $11,188.58
Fundraising events $3,010.86
Program Activities $213,137.65
Marketing $1,026.80
Professional Services $29,200.00
Other Expenses $1,480.24

Total Expenses $259,044.13

Net Operating Income, FY 2020 $98,047.10

Ivy Community Charities Property

Revenue Summary $119,147.35
Expense Summary $35,267.48

Net Other Income (Property) FY 2020 $83,879.87

Balance Sheet Summary (as of 12/31/2020):
Total Assets $1,886,454.23
(Includes Cash of $129,158.68)
Total Liabilities $55,587.61
Total Equity $1,830,866.62
Total Liabilities & Equity $1,886,454.23

2020 Operating Expenses

Administrative (4%) Fundraising events (1%)

Program Activities (82%) Marketing (1%)

Professional Services (11%) Other Expenses (1%)

2020 Operating Revenue

Membership Dues (3%) Member Contributions (22%)

Fundraising Events (9%) Grants (37%)

Donations (Restricted) (8%) Other Income (20%)

$255,237.00 $253,613.00 
$341,184.00 $398,022.00 

$658,764.00 
$774,604.00 

$977,084.00 

$1,218,550.00 $1,254,767.00 

$1,501,833.00 
$1,661,081.00 $1,696,540.00 

$1,886,454.23
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Ivy Community Charities Financial Growth
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Men of the Ivy Bronze Level ($500)

William Braswell (Patricia) James “Rafeeq” Owens (Cheryl)
Ralph Chittams (Patricia) Joe Walker (Rosalind)

Kevin Cooke (Shauna) Lt. Col. (Ret) Louis Williams (Diane)
Attorney Obie Pinckney (Carolyn) Vernon Woods (Tanya)

Men of the Ivy Silver Level ($1000)

Dr. Limone Collins (Sharon) Ronald Henderson (Inez) 
Dr. John E. Garnette (Cheryl) Allen Jackson (Shirley)
John Gordon (Zelmar) John Simms (Oretha)
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Thank you, 
Prince George’s 

County Front Line 
Workers!

You are our family, 
too!


