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 Our Mission
To empower youth, strengthen families, and build

generational success. 

To be a premier provider of programs and services designed to empower
youth and strengthen families by providing comprehensive programming,

leading to a sustainable quality of life for families residing in
 Prince George’s County, Maryland.s

 Our Vision
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Fundraising & Community Support

$43,000+ raised through signature initiatives

Impact At A Glance 2025

550+

$2.4M total assets under stewardship
3 YEARS Standards for Excellence® Accredited

Financial Stewardship💰

Serving Youth & Families 

students engaged in literacy programming

220+ children supported with weekend food security

Maryland Science Center – Outstanding STEM Educator Award (Popcorn Club)

Garnering Recognition

$5,000+

$2,000

    Looking Ahead to Our 40th Anniversary

As we approach this milestone in 2026, your continued investment will enable us to
serve more students, award additional scholarships, support more emerging
nonprofits, complete our capital campaign, and strengthen our endowment for
decades to come.

Every dollar creates measurable impact. Thank you for making generational success
possible. Contact us at info@iccpgc.org | 301-702-7312 | www.iccpgc.org.

awarded in educational supplies

Building Nonprofit Capacity

emerging nonprofits in training (Ivy VINE Cohort II)
 of Cohort I graduates strengthened organizational capacity

 in grant funding secured by Cohort I

100%
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Transparent financial management supporting long-term sustainability
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Elementary–High School students empowered through Ivy League

mailto:info@iccpgc.org
http://www.iccpgc.org/


Table of
Contents

Overview of Our Annual Report and Key Sections

Explore our report

2

Insights from our Board President and
Executive Director on our journey and
achievements.  Pg. 5

Messages from
Leadership

A Year of Impact and 
Connection

Discover how our programs—from literacy
initiatives to hunger relief, scholarships to
nonprofit capacity-building—created
meaningful change and strengthened
community bonds throughout 2025. Pg. 9

Community Partners and
Donors

Financial Snapshot

A transparent look at our fiscal stewardship,
demonstrating how we managed $2.4 million
in assets with integrity and accountability to
sustain programs and build for the future.
Pg. 23

Celebrating the schools, organizations,
volunteers, and generous donors whose
collaboration and commitment make our
mission possible.  Pg. 25

4



I am especially proud that we awarded more than $50,000 to 19 Prince George's County
students this year. Behind every scholarship is a story—a student who dreamed of college, a
family who believed in education despite financial constraints, and a community that
invested in their future. Your donations made those dreams a reality.

Our financial position remains strong and stable. We ended 2025 with total assets
exceeding $2.4 million, including scholarship endowment funds that have grown to more
than $400,000. This financial foundation ensures sustainability while allowing us to
respond to emerging community needs with confidence and agility.

This year, we celebrated our third consecutive year holding Maryland Nonprofits'
prestigious Standards for Excellence Accreditation. Out of nearly 6,000 nonprofits in
Prince George's County, fewer than 20 hold this distinction. This recognition is more than an
award—it is a promise to you that every dollar, every donation, and every contribution is
managed with the highest levels of integrity, transparency, and accountability.

As we look toward 2026 and the celebration of our 40th anniversary, we do so with bold
vision and careful planning. Thank you for your financial support. Thank you for your
confidence in our leadership. Thank you for believing that together, we can build
generational success.

Warmly,

Dr. Kristi L. Matthews
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A Heartfelt Message
from Our Board
President
Dear Colleagues: 

Your trust in our stewardship drives everything
we do. This year, your generosity made
extraordinary impact possible. Together, we
raised more than $43,000 through innovative
fundraising initiatives, including our inaugural
Virtual Derby Fundraiser, our 30th Annual 5K
Walk/Run, and Giving Tuesday. These funds
directly supported scholarships, program
expansion, and our ongoing capital campaign for
the Ivy VINE Training Center and Office Suites.

https://marylandnonprofits.org/standards-for-excellence/
https://marylandnonprofits.org/standards-for-excellence/


The Annual Report is an opportunity to reflect on our work and share the accomplishments of
“Charities” with you. 2025 was a year of impact and connection. Our signature Ivy League
Program continued the vital work of nurturing youth development from elementary through
high school, while parents engaged in workshops provided by Parents on Track that
equipped them with skills to effectively advocate for their children. The Childhood Hunger
Initiative Power Pack Program (CHIPP) ensured no child faced weekend food insecurity. The
Shoe Bank, in partnership with JC Penney, provided new shoes to students in need, restoring
dignity and removing barriers to school attendance. And, through the Sunshine Club, we
brightened the lives of senior citizens with companionship, support, and meaningful
connections that combat isolation. Together, these programs embody our holistic approach
to community care—meeting people where they are with compassion, resources, and hope. 

The Ivy Village Incubator for Nonprofit Excellence (Ivy VINE) welcomed five exceptional
nonprofit organizations into its second cohort. These organizations represent diverse
missions and populations, but share a common commitment: to build organizational capacity
that enables them to serve their communities with excellence, integrity, and impact. Thanks
to continued state support and the vision of our legislative partners, we are closer to realizing
our dream of providing emerging nonprofits with the physical space, resources, and training
they need to strengthen their capacity to serve our community.

A Personal Thank You

To our Board of Directors, staff, Ivy VINE coaches, volunteers, community partners, and the
families we serve: Your collaboration, dedication, and trust make everything possible. The Ivy
VINE metaphor reminds us that growth is organic, interconnected, and sustained through
strong roots and healthy ecosystems. Together, we are cultivating that ecosystem—one
where nonprofits thrive, youth excel, families strengthen, and communities transform.

With gratitude and determination,

Cheryl Petty Garnette

Award-Winning Non-Profit Leader,
Mentor, and Visionary

Cheryl Petty Garnette
Executive Director and Director of
the Ivy VINE
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Our Remarkable Board Members

Page 4

Each board member personally invests in our mission because we believe deeply in the
work we do and the community we serve. We govern with both our minds and our hearts,
ensuring that every decision advances our mission while honoring your trust.

Sharon Collins, Director-at-Large
Rosalind Daniel-Walker, Building & Property
Chair, Director-at-Large
Jacqueline Glast, Director-at-Large
Zelmar Gordon, Director-at-Large
Tracie Malone, Scholarship Chair
Terri Miller, Director-at-Large
Hysha Nesmith, Iota Gamma Omega Treasurer 
Cheryl Owens, Immediate Past President
Shirley Stewart-Tibbs, Director-at-Large
Linda Washington, Director-at-Large
Belinda Wiley, Resource Development Chair
and Ways & Means Chair
Cheryl P. Garnette, Executive Director, Non-
voting Member

President: Dr. Kristi L. Matthews
Vice President: Shane’ Lee
Recording Secretary: Yolanda Anderson
Corresponding Secretary: Serenity Garnette
Treasurer: Stephanie Campbell
Assistant Treasurer: Toni Perry
Financial Secretary: Cleopatra White
Assistant Financial Secretary: Cathy Green
Parliamentarian: Cheryl Muller
Historian: Tanya Penny Woods
Chaplain: Nyrtha Braxton
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Andrea Williamson
Program Analyst

Brandee Reed
Marketing &

Communications
Coordinator

Rosa G. Page
Facility Manager

Airienne D. Jeffery
Special Assistant to the

Ivy VINE Director 

Pamela Hayes
Accountant

Pamela Epperson
Special Assistant for

Resource Development

Mara R. Doss
 Special Assistant for
Executive Operations

Cheryl Petty Garnette
Executive Director

Tracy S. Banks
Accountant
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Angela Bell 
Special Assistant for

Strategic Engagement

Michelle Boone
Special Assistant to

the Ivy VINE Director 

LaTisha Booth
Technology Coordinator

Our
Dedicated
Staff

Committed individuals dedicated to
serving our community's needs

Each member of our staff brings unique skills and
experiences that enhance our organization's capacity to
impact the community positively. They work
collaboratively to implement programs and deliver
services that address the diverse needs of our
beneficiaries, embodying the values of compassion,
integrity, and service.

Together, we thrive



A Year of Impact
and Connection:
2025

In 2025, we celebrated incredible
success stories alongside those we
serve, fostering relationships and
creating lasting impacts within our
community through dedicated efforts
and support.

Page 49
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Building on this success, we welcomed Cohort 2—five exceptional nonprofit organizations
committed to youth development, family strengthening, and community empowerment.
Since September, these organizations engaged in monthly workshops covering nonprofit
management, executive leadership development, and board development while receiving
individualized coaching from experienced consultants.

The Ivy Village Incubator for
Nonprofit Excellence:

Building Capacity for Impact

The Ivy Village Incubator for Nonprofit Excellence (Ivy VINE) represents our commitment
to strengthening the entire nonprofit ecosystem. In 2024, we celebrated the graduation of
our inaugural cohort of six nonprofit partners who completed two years of intensive capacity
building. Two participating organizations earned Maryland Nonprofits Standards for
Excellence® recognition. The results were outstanding:

The Ivy VINE isn't just about training—it's about transformation. It's about giving passionate
nonprofit leaders the tools, knowledge, and confidence to build sustainable organizations that
serve our community with excellence.

100% of participants improved organizational capacity
100% secured grant funding exceeding $5,000
100% would recommend the program to others

https://sonnyhouse.org/


Childhood Hunger Initiative Power Pack
(CHIPP) Program

The Childhood Hunger Initiative Power Pack (CHIPP) Program addresses
weekend and holiday food insecurity by providing nutritious "Power Packs" to
elementary students at Title I schools. Through our partnership with Princeton
Elementary School, we ensure that 220+ students in Pre-K through 5th grade
receive weekend food packages that bridge the critical gap between Friday's
last school meal and Monday's breakfast.

Family Testimonial: "The Power Packs take so much stress off our family. I work two jobs,
but it's still hard to make ends meet. Knowing my kids have food for the weekend means I
can breathe a little easier. They love the snacks and can make their own meals when I'm

working. This program is a blessing."
— Parent of 2nd and 4th Grade Students, Princeton Elementary
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The Ivy League Program

Popcorn Club
Sarah Wise Wooten Young Ladies Academy (SWWYLA)

Institute for the Growth and Development of All
America’s Youth (GADAAY)

The Ivy League Program is a comprehensive, educational enrichment program
designed to enhance academic performance, provide leadership skills,
encourage community service and engagement, and enrich the cultural
development of youth in Prince George’s County. The Ivy League consists of three
age-based youth programs and a companion parent support system.
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Our Popcorn Club served elementary students across four Title I partnership schools—
Allenwood Elementary, Andrew Jackson K-8 Academy, Rosa L. Parks Elementary, and St.
Philip the Apostle Catholic School. Through monthly book parties, interactive read alouds,
and cultural field trips, including a visit to the Publick Playhouse, we fostered a love of
reading while driving measurable literacy improvements. 

The Popcorn Club is the 2025 recipient of the Maryland Outstanding STEM Educator Award
for supporting the Maryland Science Center as it fulfills its mission to inspire, empower, and
engage students in STEM education. The Popcorn Club received $1,500, as well as $500 for
classroom supplies.

Ivy League Program:   The Popcorn Club

Ivy League Program: Sarah Wise Wooten Young
Ladies Academy (SWWYLA) 
SWWYLA empowered middle school young women through hands-on STEAM
programming, leadership workshops, and meaningful field experiences. Our participants
tackled important topics including bullying, social media responsibility, and civic action,
culminating in a powerful session with guest speaker, The Honorable Ingrid M. Turner,
Maryland Circuit Court Judge.
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Ivy League Program: Institute for the Growth and
Development of All America’s Youth (GADAAY)
Through GADAAY, we equipped high school students with college and career readiness skills.
Our programming combined practical skill-building with relationship development and
mentorship.

Parents on Track
A companion Ivy League Program for Parents
Our Ivy League Program for parents engaged in monthly workshops  that provided them with
opportunities to  bond  with the shared goal of success for their children.

14
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“I Kept Smiling”

Building Confidence, One Program
at a Time: Ryann's Story

15

At six years old, I was diagnosed with an intellectual disability. I didn’t understand what that meant
at first. I went to school like everyone else, but sometimes my words came out differently, or I
struggled to answer questions quickly. Some classmates laughed, and others teased me. Some still
do. However, I kept smiling.

Life was difficult in other ways too.    Continued. . .



Continued. 

My dad passed away when I was in second grade, my grandmother in fourth, and my
grandfather in fifth. Middle school brought new challenges—COVID shut down schools,
and at the same time my mom battled colon cancer. I was terrified that she might not
survive. Even in my sadness and fear, I kept smiling.

Middle school helped me discover my true potential. I joined a program called the
Sarah Wise Wooten Young Ladies Academy (SWWYLA), where I earned the ”Miss
Acorn Award”. That award meant a lot to me because it showed that big things can
grow from small beginnings. It made me believe that I could do amazing things too.

During that time, I enrolled in a modeling school, acted in two plays, and was even
featured on the cover of a magazine. Modeling and acting gave me confidence I never
knew I had. When I was on stage or in front of a camera, I wasn’t just a student with
an intellectual disability—I was a star. I learned my lines quickly, spoke clearly, and
felt proud of myself. Performing showed me that drama and modeling were more than
hobbies; they were my passions and my way to shine.

High school has been more challenging. My GPA doesn’t show all of my strengths,
creativity, or hard work. Sometimes, teachers didn’t always understand how I learn
best. But I never gave up. I was inducted into “Top Teens of America” and became a
part of the Institute for the Growth and Development of All America’s Youth
(GADAAY). These programs helped me build leadership skills, serve my community, and
believe in my own power to make a difference.

I have faced loss, illness, and an intellectual disability, but I always stand tall and smile
through it all. With the right support, I know I can succeed in college. I’m ready to
shine!

Ryann has been accepted to seven colleges, including: Coppin State University,
Shaw University, Miles College, Lane College, Jackson State University, Talladega
College, and Alabama State University. 

“The supportive, affirming, and empowering environments cultivated through
SWWLYA and GADAAY have been central to her ability to envision herself as
college-bound and to articulate her story with confidence and pride. “ (Ryann’s
mother)

Ryann’s journey is a testament to the positive impact our programs bring to the
community. With the continued support of donors and partners, we aim to help
youth like Ryann achieve their dreams and create lasting change in their lives.
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Educational Excellence
 and Scholarship 

The annual Ivy League Awards ceremony held on June 7, recognized and celebrated
the achievements of the Ivy League Program participants. These awards promote
leadership, academic success, and community involvement. 

17



Educational Excellence
 and Scholarship 
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The Ivy League Awards ceremony also included the awarding
of scholarships to students pursuing higher education. This
year we awarded over $50,000 to 19 scholars.

Our 2025 scholarship recipients represent Prince George's
County Council districts, ensuring equitable access to
educational support across our community.

Students were selected through a comprehensive review
process that considered academic achievement, community
service, and leadership potential. Each applicant
demonstrated a commitment to excellence, resilience in
overcoming challenges, and a vision for using their education
to give back to their communities. 

These 19 scholars evidence not just individual achievement,
but the collective investment of an entire community—donors,
volunteers, mentors, and families—who believe in the power
of education to transform lives and build generational success.
They carry forward a legacy of excellence that spans three
decades and over $750,000 in scholarship support, and they
remind us that when we invest in our young people, we invest
in the future of Prince George's County.

2025 Scholarship Recipients: Investing in
Prince George's County's Future



Shoe Bank and Family Strengthening
They Inspire Us

Shoe Bank: Walking with Dignity

In partnership with JC Penney in Forestville,  our Shoe Bank provides new shoes to students in need,
removing barriers to school attendance and restoring dignity one pair at a time. Every child deserves to
walk into their classroom with confidence, and our Shoe Bank ensures that financial constraints never

stand in the way of a student's education and self-esteem.

Family Strengthening: Meeting Families Where They Are

Our Family Strengthening initiatives embody our holistic approach to community care. From Thanksgiving
baskets delivered directly to homes, to Angel Trees providing  gifts for children, to Fill-It-Up Bags packed
with food and essential items, we support families during moments of both celebration and need. These

programs recognize that strengthening families means addressing practical needs with compassion,
dignity, and hope—creating stability that allows children and parents to thrive together.

Together, these programs demonstrate our commitment to the whole family—because when families
are strong, communities flourish.
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Your Support Made 2025
Unforgettable!
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From the high-energy Zumba warm-up to the enthusiastic community vendors,
your presence made the day! Thanks to you, we raised more than $19,000 to

support mental health awareness, the fight against childhood hunger, and other
vital community programs across Prince George’s County!

 

Your generosity continues to be the heartbeat of our mission. 

30th Annual 5K Walk/Run 
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Virtual Derby Fundraiser and
 Giving Tuesday

Racing Toward Impact! From May 1-15, 2025, Charities
launched its first-ever Virtual Charities Derby Fundraiser.
With a creative twist, participants donated based on
their birthday month, each named after a legendary
horse racing champion. Teams competed to raise the
most funds, with the winning team earning a coveted
trophy to display until the next year's campaign.

The inaugural event raised more than $15,000,
demonstrating our community's commitment to
supporting programs that change lives.

Give Where You Grow. On December 2, 2025, we invited our
community to "Give Where You Grow" on Giving Tuesday—the
global day of generosity. Through an online giving campaign
and an in-person celebration at Milk & Honey restaurant in
Camp Springs, supporters came together to invest in the
future of Prince George's County's youth and families.

The response was overwhelming, raising more than $9,000
toward our Ivy VINE capital campaign. The evening celebration
brought together donors, volunteers, board members, and
community partners to share food, fellowship, and a collective
vision for generational success.

Together, these two innovative fundraising initiatives
raised more than $24,000, demonstrating that when
our community comes together—whether virtually or in
person—extraordinary impact becomes possible.
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Income Summary

Category Amount

Membership Dues and General Operations Contributions $113,140.00

Fundraising Events $50,664.01

Grants and Contributions $89,640.21

Private Grants and Contributions $2,500.00

Other Income $102,685.36

Total Income $358,629.58

Expense Summary

Category Amount

Administrative $172,526.90

Fundraising $2,179.55

Ivy League $30,392.84

College Readiness and Scholarships $56,011.37

Other Programming $87,462.72

Total Expenses $348,573.38

Revenue Over Expenses $10,056.20

Financial Snapshot
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2025 Financial Snapshot

Balance Sheet Summary as of 12/31/2025:
Total Assets $2,515,310.50

Total Liabilities $67,469.79
Total Equity $2,447,840.71

Total Liabilities & Equity $2,515,310.50
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Community
Partners

Celebrating Our Generous Supporters
and Their Impact on Lives

Our partners play a crucial role in enhancing our programs and outreach. Their
generosity has enabled us to provide essential services and resources to those in need.
By working together, we can address challenges and uplift those we serve, ensuring a
brighter future for all.

Thank you!

Iota Gamma Omega Chapter
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We honor our dedicated donors who contribute to our mission.

Donor Recognition
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Looking Forward
Celebrating 40 Years of Service

The Ivy Community Charities of Prince George's County, Inc., stands as a testament to what
is possible when a community comes together around a shared vision of excellence and
empowerment. This annual report represents the collective efforts of our board, staff,
volunteers, partners, and community supporters. As you can see, we have much to be
grateful for this year. As we close 2025, we look forward not only to another year of service,
but also to celebrating 40 years of impact in Prince George’s County.

We thank you! Together, we are building a legacy of excellence that will benefit Prince
George's County for generations to come.
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The Ivy Community Charities of Prince George's County, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization - donations
to which are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  A copy of the current financial statement of The Ivy
Community Charities of Prince George's County, Inc., is available by writing 6118 Walton Avenue, Suitland, MD
20746 or by calling 301-702-7312.  Documents and information submitted under the Maryland Charitable
Solicitations Act are also available, for the cost of postage and copies, from the Maryland Secretary of State,
State House, Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Consider Ivy Community Charities in your annual giving! 

United Way NCA Donor Designation Number - 9331
Maryland Combined Campaign (MCC) - 52-1515992

Visit www.iccpgc.org for the latest updates!

Contact us at 301-702-7312 or via email at info@iccpgc.org.
Stay Connected:

 

https://www.instagram.com/iccpgc/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/ICCPGC/
http://www.iccpgc.org/
mailto:info@iccpgc.org
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